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A VALORIFIC VICTORY AT FASIG
   For the second time in four years, Team Valor Inter-
national President Barry Irwin walked away from Fasig-

Tipton Saratoga with the
boutique sale=s top-priced
horse. In front of an ap-
preciative packed house
at the Humphrey S.
Finney Pavilion in
Saratoga Springs last
night, Irwin dug in gamely
to outlast agent Buzz
Chace and land an eye-
catching son of Mr.
Greeley for $2.2 million.
AMy original plan was to
do one big, bold bid at
about $1.5 million, but I
don=t think I communi-
cated that very well to
the bid spotter,@ he ad-
mitted. In 2004, Irwin
went to $1.85 million for

Fairbanks, a son of Giant=s Causeway who has since
become a graded-stakes winner. The bidding on Irwin=s
most recent sales topper, consigned by Gainesway
Farm, was concentrated inside the pavilion. Cont. p3

COTTON BLOSSOM INJURED
   Dogwood Stable=s GISW Cotton Blossom (Broken
Vow) exited her 10th-place finish in Saturday=s 
GI Darley Test S. at Saratoga with an injury to her right

front ankle, but could be
back in action by the
Belmont fall meet. According
to Dogwood President Cot
Campbell, the filly suffered a
wrenched sesamoidal liga-
ment. ADr. Steve Allday feels
this is a temporary setback--
with the filly possibly being
a shock wave therapy
candidate--and we are tenta-

tively scheduling her next appearance at Belmont this
fall,@ explained Campbell. AHer effort in the Test S. was
entirely uncharacteristic. We hope this setback is minor,
and we are tentatively planning to race Cotton Blossom
this fall and throughout 2008.@ Purchased for $210,000
at the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July Sale, the bay filly
captured the GIII Schuylerville S., and also ran second
in the GI Spinaway S. and third in the GI Breeders= Cup
Juvenile Fillies last season. She added victories in the
GI Acorn S. and the Florida Oaks this year, running her
record to 11-4-2-2. Her earnings stand at $724,987. 

PLETCHER DUO TO SKIP SARATOGA STARTS?
   Trainer Todd Pletcher told Daily Racing Form Monday
that Any Given Saturday (Distorted Humor) is not defi-
nite for the the Aug. 25 GI Travers S., and Rags to
Riches (A.P. Indy) is doubtful for
the Aug. 18 GI Alabama S. Any
Given Saturday galloped to an
impressive victory in Sunday=s 
GI Haskell Invitational S. at
Monmouth, but Pletcher told
DRF, AThe Breeders= Cup Classic
is our main focus. If we feel like
the Travers helps us get there,
we=ll consider that. Timing-wise,
it wouldn=t be perfect, but we=ll give it a few days.@ The
colt would instead aim for the Sept. 22 GII Brooklyn BC
H. or the Sept. 30 GI Jockey Club Gold Cup. Cont. p2
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FASIG-TIPTON SELECTED YEARLINGS

TUESDAY, AUG. 7, 2007

Cumulative Totals 2007 2006
Catalogued 214 180
No. Offered 188 160
No. Sold 142 130
RNAs 46 30
% RNAs 24.4% 18.75%
No. Over $500K 16 20
High Price $2,200,000 $1,600,000
Gross $41,082,000 $42,085,000
Average $289,310 (-10.6%) $323,731
Median $227,500 (-7%) $245,000
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The “It Horse...
   In pursuit of the night=s sales topper, Barry Irwin, just
in front of the sales ring, exchanged salvos with a
number of interested parties, including Buzz Chace,
who sat alongside West Point Thoroughbred=s Terry
Finley, as well as Lewis Lakin and Marianne Hesse.
Chace, bidding for West Point, looked to be out of the
running at $1.8 million, but after a quick word with
Finley he upped the ante by another $100,000. Irwin
and Chace battled back and forth to bring the action to
$2.1 million before Irwin landed the winning blow. Bred
in Kentucky by Liberation Farm and Oratis Thorough-
breds, Hip 142, out of a half-sister to GSW Secret
Liaison (Housebuster), is from the family of MGISW
Raging Fever and GSW and solid sire Stormin Fever. AI
expected him to go for $2.3 million--that was my last
bid,@ said a slightly flustered Irwin as he let out a deep
sigh after stepping outside the pavilion. Explaining the
appeal of the colt, he added, AI come out here with no
preconceived notions. I don=t look at the catalog, I just
look at all the horses, and this horse just stood out.
He=s an incredible physical specimen and has everything
you look for. He=s got a great shoulder, incredible bal-
ance; you just don=t see a horse that=s that big and has
that kind of balance. He=s got what I call >The Look,= for
lack of a better expression. He=s just got it.@ With the
advent of synthetic tracks, buyers are having to take
into consideration how a horse will handle an assort-
ment of surfaces, and Irwin said that he expects his
new acquisition to be a versatile sort. AOne of the rea-
sons I bought this horse is because I thought he could
run on anything--dirt, Polytrack, turf, whatever,@ he
said. AThere=s going to be Polytrack everywhere. I=m
trying to shy away from certain bloodlines that don=t
have an affinity for it.@ Irwin said that he expected to
sell about 50 shares of the colt at two percent each.
AThat=s how we did Fairbanks,@ he said. 

Making Their Point...
   Though they failed to acquire yesterday=s topper,
Chace and company yesterday announced themselves a
buying force to be reckoned with. As the agent for
clients like Aaron and Marie Jones, Chace is accus-
tomed to playing at the game=s top tier, but for Finley=s
West Point Thoroughbreds and Lewis Lakin, seven-
figure horses have generally been out of reach. Fueled
in part by the outstanding year West Point is enjoying,
with the likes of Dream Rush, who is owned in part by
Lakin, and Flashy Bull carrying their black and yellow
colors to Grade I glory, that has changed. AWith our
success on the racetrack, people are paying more atten-
tion to us, and that=s allowing us to go after horses like
this,@ said Finley. AThat=s been the plan all along, and
it=s nice to see it working.@ Joining with Lakin and
Marianne Hesse, wife of the late New Jersey horserac-
ing icon Charles Hesse, only bolsters the operation=s
buying power, and Finley said he expected the group to
be active at the upcoming Keeneland September sale.                                                                 
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