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STEADY AS SHE GOES AT KEENELAND
   The 2006 version of the Keeneland September Year-
ling Sale was remarkable on many accounts. It saw the
sale of an eight-figure yearling and nearly $400 million
of gross receipts were rung up. While those two
benchmarks won=t be reached this year, Keeneland
Director of Sales Geoffrey Russell has been over-
whelmed with the performance of this year=s market.

AThis year=s sale is proba-
bly more impressive than
last year=s sale,@ he
stated. AEveryone is con-
centrating on the top end
of the market, but the
middle is phenomenal.
This is day eight of the
sale, and buyers are still
very enthusiastic to pur-
chase a top quality
horse.@ As the sale

passed its midway point yesterday afternoon, there
was plenty of competition for the day=s best offerings,
much to the pleasure of Jim and Pam Robinson of
Brandywine Farm and Rob Whiteley of Liberation Farm.
The two organizations pooled their resources nearly
two years ago to snap up 11 reasonably priced mares
at the 2005 Keeneland November sale and are now
returning those foals to the auction ring. One of their
purchases was Proper Dance (Nureyev), a half-sister to
MGSW Doneraile Court, which the Robinsons and
Whiteley secured for $72,000 carrying a foal by Cape
Town. Consigned by Brandywine on behalf of the part-
nership, the dark bay colt, consigned as hip 2745, was
hammered down to the bid of Marsha Naify for
$260,000. Proper Dance is not represented by a foal of
2007 and was bred this past season to Claiborne
Farm=s Strong Hope. While the cumulative average
continues to show the scars of thinness at the very top
of the market, the median remains the bright point of
the sale, as it is ahead by 11.1 percent over last year.
The session average of $55,837 advanced by 8.6 per-
cent versus 2006 while the session median of $40,000
was unchanged. AThe sale continues along very suc-
cessfully,@ Russell said. Cont. p2

   Trainer John Ward, Jr. has never been to Boston and,
as of yesterday, wasn=t sure that he would make it
there this weekend since he=s been busy at the
Keeneland September sale. But Dr. Pleasure (Thunder
Gulch), a four-year-old Ward trains for owner/breeder
John Oxley, will be making the trip up from Kentucky
for sure, accompanied by Ward=s wife, Donna. AIt would
be nice to see it first hand,@ Ward said during a tele-
conference yesterday.
   As a son of Oxley=s champion Beautiful Pleasure
(Maudlin), there were always high expectations for Dr.
Pleasure. The bay colt aired by 7 1/4 lengths in his
debut at Saratoga in 2005 and
followed that with a runner-up
effort in the Cowdin S., but fin-
ished seventh in the GI Breed-
ers= Cup Juvenile and didn=t
make it back to the races until
the following April. After a pair
of thirds in allowance company,
he had the misfortune of run-
ning into Bernardini twice, fin-
ishing fourth to the champion in
the GII Jim Dandy S. and third in the GI Travers S. in
what would be his seasonal finale. 
   AWe stopped on him because of some small
microfractures in his hind ankles, at the top of the pas-
tern,@ Ward explained. AWe decided to give him all the
time he needed. There was no rush to get him back to
the big handicap races. Our goal with him is to have a
good four-year-old season and a great five-year-old
season.@ 
   Dr. Pleasure made it back to the races Aug. 4 at
Saratoga, putting in a solid late run before finishing
second by 3/4 of a length in a nine-furlong optional
claimer (video). AWe=ve been very, very cautious with
him,@ Ward said. AThat was a bang-up race at Saratoga.@
Cont. p2
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